INTRODUCTION
Inter-marriages have attracted considerable research attention all over the world since the beginning of the twentieth century. Social scientists have shown keen interest in the study of different forms of inter-marriages. From time immemorial, men and women of different nationalities, race and religion inter-married and lived together (Burma, 1963; Aldridge, 1973; Becker, 1973; Institute for Palestine Studies, 1972) . Love marriage couples have historically come to inhabit a social space of powerful moral ambivalence (Mody, 2002) . Mixed marriages, which are more frequent these days, are often being considered as one of the most conclusive and objective indicators of degree of assimilation in a multi-racial and a multi-religious society (Coleman, 1994) .
Marriage system in India is based primarily on the social system and stratification (Sastri, 1918; Rao, 1982; Saroja, 1999; Netting, 2010; Desai and Andrist, 2011) . For hundreds of years, the Indian society has been stratified mainly on the basis of caste. The lower castes are not only socially deprived but also economically discriminated. Efforts by various social reformers and organizations to free India from the clutches of the caste system, untouchability and racial discrimination had a limited impact. When we discuss Indian marriages with a shade of intercaste union, it sounds like a taboo to the majority even to this day (Corwin, 1977; Malhotra and Trivedi, 1977; Saroja, 1999) .
Similarly, marriage across the religious and economic groups is not a common custom in India.
Another important practice of Hindus is the marriage among blood relatives. However, this varies widely for North and South Indian states. In North India, marriage among close blood relatives is virtually prohibited. In contrast, marriage among the blood relatives is a common practice in South India. The attributes of marriage such as 'kin marriage', 'village endogamy' and the difference in the age of spouses, continue to be influenced by region and gender systems 1 (Jejeebhoy and Halli, 2006; Sekher, 2012) .
Despite the enormous significance of this nineteenth-century debate, India fostered the importance of civil marriage legislation in a country with contradictory and conflicting 'personal laws' (Mody, 2002) . Though India has legalised the inter-caste mariages for more than fifty years back, newly married are still threatening by voilent means, often by their own families and village leaders. During the past few years, more than 1000 Honor Killings 2 were reported from various states, in which young men and women, who got married against the wishes of their families, became victims (Joanne, 2008) . The recent rise in the violence shows that the younger generation especially the females are slowly gaining individual freedom in marriage. However, the older generation, still insist on the old ways where marriage is a status symbol and not a bond of emotional love (Uberoi, 2006; Chowdhry, 2007) . As a part of an encouraging incentive for inter-caste marriage promotion, the government recently began offering $1,000 (that is équivalant to a year's salary for a vast majority of Indians) to inter-caste couple. Starting from 2006, smaller cash payments was initiated after Supreme Court gave a ruling in which the 1 Gender systems are systems of gender roles in societies. A gender role is "everything that a person says and does to indicate to others or to the self the degree that one is male, female, or androgynous. This includes, but is not limited to, sexual and erotic arousal and response" (Kramer, 1991) . Gender identity is one's own personal experience with gender role and the persistence of one's individuality, especially in self-awareness and behavior. Unlike the western thoughts of gender identity, the ideas of gender identity in India often come from religious traditions (Desai and Andrist, 2011) .
2 The loose term "Honour Killing" refers to killing of a member of a family by other members due to the belief that the victim has brought dishonor upon the family or community. Honour killings are mostly against girls and women, but have been extended to men. The perceived dishonor is the result of mostly marrying against parental wishes, marrying within the same gotra or outside one's caste or religion. Most of these honour killings are reported from Northern parts of India, arising out of young people marrying without their family's acceptance.
judges termed the high-profile honor killings as acts of "barbarism" and labeled caste system as a curse on the nation (Joanne, 2008) . In 2010, the Supreme Court of India also asked the central and state governments to take more preventive measures against honour killings (Helfer, 2011) .
With the increasing urbanization, education and employment of women in modern occupations and the emerging middle class have had a strong influence in paving the way for more inter-caste marriages. With the increasing influence of modernization and western educationin Indiathere had been a visible change in the traditional marriage practices. Socio-economic development and globalisation of Indian economy has also contributed to the changing trends in the marriage patterns. According to a recent report of the All India Democratic Women's Association (AIDWA), urban womenin Indiahave started to rebel and choose mates outside the 'arranged marriages' and caste commandements (Helfer, 2011) . This has led to an increase in incidences of 'honour killings' of young brides and grooms.
However, the literature available on inter-marriages in India is mostly descriptive and not based on any nationally representative surveys with direct questions on mixed marriages (Kannan, 1963; Kapadia, 1966; Corwin, 1977; Meinzen, 1980; Saroja, 1999; Netting, 2010; Das et al., 2011) . The National Family Health Survey (2005-06) and Das et al. (2011) indicated that the proportion of inter-caste marriage among Hindus in India is about 10 percent. However, this is based on indirect information about the caste of spouses and has many limitations (IIPS and Macro International, 2007) . There is an imperative need to measure the extent and types of mixed marriages by using the large scale survey data.
The present study aims to explore the following questions:
 How common are the mixed marriages in India?
 How far do socio-economic and state factors are influencing the occurrence of mixed marriages and marriage choices in India? Desai et al. (2010) .
DATA SOURCE AND METHODOLOGY
In this study, we consider mixed marriages in the following key aspects:  Is the husband's religious affiliation is different from that of his wife's?
(Though there was no direct question on inter religious marriage, it was taken from the religious affiliation of husband and wife, as reported in the survey).
 At the time of your marriage, if the wife compared her natal family's economic status with her husband's family, would she say her natal family was same / better off / worse off?
The responses of interviewed women to these questions formed the basis of our analysis. SPSS 15 version of statistical package was used in the analyses. Bi-variate analyses were carried out for India and its states. However, the multivariate analyses are restricted only to all India level, to assess the adjusted effects of socio-economic characteristics on mixed marriages. State-wise analysis has been done to find out the geographical distribution of mixed marriages prevailing in India.
Mixed marriage is the term typically applied to a marital union of two individuals from a different race or religion. The term mixed marriage can even describe the marriage of a couple, who has different cultural, ethnic or national heritage or backgrounds (Rodman, 1965) . In this study, mixed marriage is defined as the marriage between two individuals, belonging to different religions, castes or economic status groups. Since the questions were addressed to women, the inter-marriage estimates in the study are individual based; rather than inter-marriage estimates for marriages. Though, inter-caste and inter-religious marriages, are clearly visible and easy to identify, the same may not be the case with inter-economic group marriages. The perception of the respondents may influence in deciding a mixed marriage of this type. Nevertheless, it points towards a major change happening in a traditional society.
RESULTS

Trends in Mixed Marriages in India
The marriage system in India has experienced a number of changes such as increase in women's age at marriage and the near universal adoption of dowry as a condition for marriage. Both these changes have been attributed to changes in socio-economic factors and demographic conditions of the marriages including the deficit of marriageable women [a phenomenon known as the "marriage squeeze"] (Banerjee, 1999; Uberoi, 2006; Srinivasan and Lee, 2004) . However, it is important to know that along with the changing socio-economic and demographic conditions, 
Mixed Marriages and Marriage Choice by Background Characteristics
Mixed marriages do not occur uniformly across the socio-economic groups. The present study assessed the socio-economic variations in mixed marriages. Table 1 presents the percentage of women marrying outside their caste by their socio-economic background characteristics. The proportion of women married to men outside their caste is highest in the age group 25 to 29 years compared to other age groups. The possible reason could be the women marrying at higher ages are from higher educated and economic status families and have greater bargaining power over the choice of partner compared their counterparts (see also Jauregui and McGuinnes, 2003; Banerji and Vanneman, 2011) . Results also demonstrate that the greater proportion of women that are opting for inter-caste marriages belongs to urban areas, with higher education, and belongs to households with higher economic status. Considering the women's age groups, the greater proportion of women in the age group 20-24 years had their own choice in selecting a partner as compared to other age groups. Results reveal that women residing in urban areas and belonging to Christian religion are have greater choice to take decisions on their own in selecting their mate in comparison to others. Education has a strong influence on women's ability to choose their own life partner. The proportion of women taking the decision alone in selecting their life partner is double in 'higher educated' category, as compared to women in 'no education' category. However, this differential is not observed between various economic categories of households with regard to their freedom in selecting life partner.
Results of Logit Regression Model
This section presents the logit analyses (odds ratio) of probabilities of having mixed marriage by different background characteristics ( reference to no educated women, the educated women are more likely to marry outside their natal family economic status. The possibility of marrying outside one's natal family economic status is less among women in rich and middle economic status as compared with poor women.
Mixed Marriages and Marriage Choices by States
This section presents an assessment of mixed marriages and marriage choices by the state affiliation of women. In India, it is traditionally believed that marriages are not only the union of two individuals, but also between two families. In this context, it is necessary to examine, who takes the decisions regarding the choice of a life partner for a girl in Indian families? Is it girl herself, the parents alone, the parents and girl together or others? Choice of the partner is a critical determinant of mixed marriages. In the present study, we have estimated the mate selection choice for women by states. Gujarat had the greater proportion (12 percent) of women taking decisions alone on selection of their spouses, followed by Assam (9 percent) and Tamil Nadu (8 percent). Punjab shows the lowest percentage of women taking own decisions on choosing their partners.
However, parents alone taking the decision for finding a suitable bridegroom for their daughter are highest (92 percent) in Uttarakhand, followed by Bihar (84 percent) and Rajasthan (84 percent). Overall, in the majority of the north Indian states, parents are taking decision alone on the selection of a groom for their daughter and it is substantially greater as compared to the other parts of India. However, the parent's involvement in their daughters marriage is comparatively low in north-east and in eastern parts of India (table 5) .
The results of a comparative assessment of tables 4 and 5 suggest that except for Gujarat, Assam and Kerala, mixed marriages among other states are not in consistent with marriage choice reported. This could have happened because mixed marriages are more closely associated with cultural factors rather than spatial factors. For example, in the state of Punjab, both inter-caste and inter-religious marriage rates are high and this can be attributed to skewed sex ratios to some extent, resulting in shortage of eligible brides, which forced many males to marry outside their own caste or even from other states. Similarly, in case of inter-religious marriages, Sikhs in Punjab often marry Hindus because of somewhat similar religious customs and practices followed by both religions.
CONCLUSIONS
This paper measures the prevalence and the types of mixed marriages in India, using the nation- 
